
Shoptorque 

 
Shoptorque 

Classic Motorcycle Club of Natal  

Founded February 1981 

October 2024 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
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C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S :  

Club House: 137 Tara Road Bluff Durban                                      
Email: info@ncmc.org.za               

Website: www.ncmc.org.za 

 

Chairman’s Chatter 

 
Spring has Sprung and now is the time to enjoy the lighter 

Days ahead.  

 

Activity wise we have been to : 

Baynsfield Estate, Impala Ridge, Old North Karibu and for 

Heritage Month chased Wesley the Steam Train to Inchanga 

Station.  

 

We welcome new Members : 

Bradley Richter & Craig Patterson.  

 

Our Monthly displays have seen some good & poor turnouts.  

Regular to our Meetings and taking the Concourse in July 

was the 1953 Ariel Square 4 of Terry Chesterton.  

August - Post Classics saw the 2011 Harley-Davidson 883 

Sportster of Reg Venter. Reg regularly rides this Machine on 

our Outings.  

September - European / Continental. This is a carry over to 

November due to only 2 Bikes in the line up.  

October - Racing & Classic Off Road, was well supported 

with the 1970 Harley-Davidson 250cc Aeromachi of Mac 

Mckenzie & the 1976 Suzuki 250 of Stephen Knight each 

taking home Trophy.  

 

As we look towards the end of the Year, we still have a few 

more Outings to look forward to.  

 

Before we know it, the AGM will be upon us. Time to look at 

" what we can do for the Club", by being active.  

 

Lets keep the Wheels of our Classic Motorcycle Movement 

going.  

 

Till next time.  

Yours on two and sometimes three Wheels.  

Derek Pirie  

Chairman  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We lost one of the greats in our club. Mike Mathews, 
long serving committee member and club house 
manager for many years will be sorely missed. 

mailto:info@ncmc.org.za
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Your Committee 
 

Position Name Email address Cell 

Patron Alan Young alan.june.young@gmail.com 082 465 8273 

Chairman Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com 082 673 1335 

Vice Chairman Jayson Anderson jayson@thesolutiongroup.co.za 073 708 9989 

Clubhouse Manager TBA n/a n/a 

Treasurer Doug Watson dugwatson@gmail.com 083 519 5326 

Secretary Marcia Hinks marciabrodowicz@gmail.com 082 777 3878 

Dating Officer Rod Thomas rodthomas@telkomsa.net 073 365 6494 

Spares Manager Alain Beltram abl@iafrica.com 083 993-0772 

Regalia Officer Danielle Beltran dbeltran@wirelessza.co.za 083 333 4538 

Website  John Booth beltecsa@gmail.com 073 341 8211 

Librarian Dave Stone dstonealex@gmail.com 073 663 4094 

Fundraising Deena Naidoo dena@xsinet.co.za 072 387 7710 

SAVVA Delegate Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com 082 673 1335 

Editor John Booth beltecsa@gmail.com 073 708 9989 

Outings & Breakfast Runs Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com 082 673 1335 

Rally Coordinator Derek Pirie derekp985@gmail.com 082 673 1335 

Bikes on Show Deena Naidoo dena@xsinet.co.za 072 387 7710 

    

 
Banking Details: 
Banking Details: Standard Bank Bluff 
Banking Code: 051001  

Account No 05-155-629-4 

 
New Members: 
 
We welcome new members: Bradley Richter and Craig Patterson. We trust you will have an 
enjoyable and long association with the Club. 

 

 

Those Sick, Those We Remember: 

 
We note the passing of Mike Mathews, Don King, Bev Pullon, Derek Graham, Frans Vera our 
condolences to the family. 
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Bike of the Month Competition Categories 
 

January: Best of British including best AJS / Matchless  

February: Golden Oldies ( Dec 1936 ) & Golden Years ( 1937- 1945 ) 
Trophy  

March: Day of the Rising Sun  

April: BMW – Dave Turnbull Trophy 

May: Tiddlers & Scooters  

June: Classic Bikes (1946 – 1995) 

July: Concourse Competition  

August: Post-Classic (1996 – 2010 ) 

September: European – including Spain, Holland, France, Belgium, Germany 
(excl BMW), Italy, Czechoslovakia and Russia                 

October: Racing Bike   &  Classic Off Road                 

November: North / South American & Modern (2011 – present day)            

December: AGM – No  Competition 
 

 

 Bike of the Month Competition Guidelines: 
 
Members are reminded that to qualify for the competitions they must be fully paid up 
members; the bike entered in the competition must be owned by them; it must comply with the 
category entered and it must be a runner. If the bike is a non-runner it will be accepted for 
display, but will not considered as a competitor. 
Many thanks and regards, 
Alan.  

 

Our sincere thanks to Paul Ward of Startline for his very 

generous sponsorship of prize money. 
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The Opinions expressed in Shop Torque are not necessarily those of the 

Chairman, Editor, The Committee or other contributors 

 

Editorial 
 
Greetings Everyone 
 
If reports in various publications are led to be believed then storm clouds are indeed looming 
for the vintage vehicle movement as a whole. Banning of decorative chrome, banning of the 
internal combustion engine and removing any vehicles off the road older than 10 to 15 years 
to name but a few. If the Soothsayers have it right then we are indeed facing the abyss.  
 
However let’s look at the merits of each of these potential bans. The reason for banning of 
chromium is the toxicity of the process to the worker. So we may be able to get around this by 
spray paint, wrapping the item, stainless steel or getting it done in another country. Not that 
much of an issue in the greater scale of things, but let us not ignore worker safety. 
 
The outright ban of the internal combustion engine could be a bit more problematic. Would we 
be able to exchange our engine for whatever is the flavour of the day? Possibly an electric or 
hydrogen engine and in doing so still keep the rest of the motorcycle intact. Imagine burning it 
up to JHB on our 1932 BSA fully equipped with an electric motor and a sack full of batteries. 
What would the DJ organisers say about that?   
 
Then the removal of all vehicles older than 10 to 15 years. Bye-bye the vintage car and 
motorcycle movement, vintage motorcycle gets moved into the lounge… permanently. 
However we are missing one crucial factor here… money. This movement is worth serious 
money and a lot of influential people enjoy this hobby. Banning of older vehicles is probably 
one of the more ludicrous ideas being punted around. Simply because to replace that 10 year 
old vehicle which yes might be burning a little more oil than it did when new, might just cause 
more pollution to the environment than just letting it run to the end of its life.  
 
So whereas these issues are of concern I don’t think they will happen overnight and if it did I 
am sure there will be other solutions to keep these old motorcycles on the road. So I suggest 
we sleep easy at night and forget about dreaming of that shiny new electric or hydrogen 
engine for our vintage AJS.  
 
On a slightly different note. I see in general motorcycle sales are down, however amongst the 
classic buyers, Japanese motorcycle sales are still robust while British makes appear to be 
down with a few exceptions. I guess we need to understand that the population amongst some 
countries is on the decline. Italy and Japan are in critical mode where deaths far exceed births. 
So as time goes on the collectors pool will also diminish. Perhaps in terms of British bikes 
supply is now equal to demand with demand possibly getting smaller. In other words there are 
enough restored BSA Bantams to go around without having to restore any more. In addition it 
might be uneconomical to restore these bikes from a financial point of view. Interesting 
Sidecars are showing robust sales. 
   
John Booth Editor 
Keeping the wheels turning.    
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This is your story 
 
I would like to run a Who’s Who in the club under the title: “This is your story”. We have some 
interesting people in our club and I feel these stories need to be told. Personal stories can give 
us an insight of what life was like decades ago and we need these accounts written down 
before they are lost in time. You may not think you have much to share but everyone has a 
story worth telling. I would like this to be a regular feature in the club newsletter. Ed 
 

The criteria to use when writing your story: 
Where were you born and raised? 
Where were you educated?  What were you trained in? Your career path? 
When did you join the club and what vehicles do you own? 
Any other interesting facts. 
And Photos please. 
 
Mike Mathews: This is your story as sent in by Alan Young 
 
Michael Peter Mathews. 
Born 24/10/1944, passed away,12/7/2024. He would have reached his 80th year in October 
2024 which would have entitled him to a reduction in subscriptions. 
Mike was born when the family lived in Greenwood Park, Durban. 
At age 8 the Mathews family emigrated to Rhodesia and this was where Mike spent his 
formative years. He was enrolled in the Courtney Selous school in Salisbury and on 
completion of his primary education he joined Churchill High School where he completed his 
schooling and was then cast into the search for employment. At age 18 he was signed on by 
the Rhodesian Air Force as an Airframe Fitter. 
At some stage Mike was transferred to Gwelo and he and colleagues would regularly 
commute the 275km on weekends to enjoy the social activities that Salisbury had to offer. And 
this was when romance came into his life! At a party, on one of these trips to Salisbury he met 
Liz Renwick. Although he was over imbibed he had piqued Liz's interest who agreed to 
another meeting. Love blossomed and lead eventually to marriage on 1st Feb 1969. This 
union lead to the birth of Lisa followed by Simon and Simon's spouse blessed Mike and Liz 
with grandson Joshua. 
In 1980 the Mathews emigrated to Durban where Mike took up employment with Industrial 
Maintenance Services. Mikes father and brothers were avid motorcyclists so inevitably Mike 
joined the CMCN which at that time was using the Mayville Hotel as their base while the 
clubhouse in Tara Road was under construction.  
Both Mike and myself joined the club when it's base was the Mayville. I don’t recall any 
interaction with Mike at the time which only occurred when we took occupation of these 
premises as tenants of the municipality at extremely favourable monthly rental. 
Mike quickly established himself as a member who was prepared to work in the interest of the 
club and it was not long before he was appointed to the committee with the portfolio 
of clubhouse manager. At one of the early meetings Mike rebuked me for my dress code but 
despite this perceived animosity we became good friends probably due to our mutual interest 
in golf and subsequently spent many pleasant hours on the 18 hole mashie course on the 
other side of the canal. Mikes skill as a fitter and mechanic was an asset to the club. He could 
repair and maintain most of the clubhouse facilities and I recall how meticulous he was in 
every task he undertook. This also applied to the motorcycles he restored and rode. He 
participated in the classic racing on a Bultaco which he acquired and restored. In his small 
workshop at home he manufactured parts for the bikes he worked on including BSA Bantams 
and various BMW models. He was always willing to assist other members with their 
restorations making parts or lending a hand. 
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When a ride-on mower and brush cutter were donated to the club Mike carefully restored both 
to working condition then spent many hours using both machines to cut and trim the grass in 
the club grounds until sadly illness compelled him to hand over to a younger member. 
But, he continued to serve our club by recording payment of subs by members and working 
closely with our financial controllers right up until he was admitted to a care home shortly 
before his passing.  
Our sincere condolences go to Liz and her family who have expressed the wish to disperse 
Mikes ashes in the club grounds. Mike will be remembered with respect and affection. Rest in 
Peace. 
  
 

Please note I do not have any ‘This is your story’ for the next newsletter. So please get 

writing and I will publish when and if I get any in. Ed  
 
 
 

 

 
 
Congratulations to Stephen Knight winner of the raffle held by the Lions International Durban 
South. Our sincere thanks to the ladies of the Lions Club who do such a sterling job of 
providing our club meals. Giving up their own free time and effort of good causes. Thank you 
and well done ladies!! 

 

Monthly Competition 

 

Bike of the month must be a runner if entered into the competition (concourse is a 

judged section and must be a runner). If the bike is a non-runner it will be accepted for 

display only and will not be considered as a competitor. For others, a member is 

welcome to put on their projects, barn finds as in the appropriate category for members 

to see. 
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Concourse Competition 
 

1st 1953 Ariel Square 4  
Terry Chesterton 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd 1970 BMW R50/5 
Billy Thomas 

 
 

3nd 1977 BMC R75/5 
Doug Watson 
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Post Classic  
1997 to 2017 

 

1st 2011 Harley Davidson 883 
Sportster  

Reg Venter 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd 2017 Triumph 900  
Street Twin  
Paul Ward 

 
 
 
 
 

3rd 2013 Triumph  
Tiger 800XC 
Doug Watson 
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Classic Racing Bikes  

 
1st 1970 Harley Davidson 
AeroMachi Mac Mckenzie 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd 1972 BSA Rocket 3 
Tommy Shoeman 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3rd Krindler Van Veen 50cc 
Don Bristol 
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Classic Off Road Racing 

Bikes  
 

1st 1976 Suzuki 250cc   
Steven Knight 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd 1980 Suzuki PE250 
Trevor Davids 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3rd 1954 Matchless G80CS 
Jason Anderson 
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SAVVA Indemnity Forms and Cards: 
 
Indemnity Forms and Indemnity Cards 
The form   is available for download on the SAVVA website under Forms . 
 
Indemnity forms are legal documents.  Both sides of the forms must be completed, signed 
and witnessed, and after the number of the indemnity card issued has been recorded on 
the form, the original forms should be posted to the SAVVA Secretary, or brought to the 
SAVVA AGM each year.   Clubs are encouraged to keep copies of the forms.   
SAVVA Indemnity applies to all events, socials, fun runs, displays, nothing excluded, 
organised and promoted by a club affiliated to SAVVA.  
The onus rests upon the Club to ensure persons listed in Section 5 of the Handbook 
complete the forms. 
 
Indemnity Cards It is suggested that when a new member joins a club that an indemnity 
card be issued to him/her and spouse immediately.   
Every single person involved with a SAVVA competitive event where a permit has been 
issued shall have in their possession an Indemnity Card issued by the Club on behalf of 
SAVVA, that is all drivers, navigators, passengers of participating vehicles, all officials, 
marshals and their assistants, including drivers and passengers of tender vehicles and in 
modern vehicles who are part of the event, and persons representing sponsors, the press, 
SAVVA or the host club who will be present on the event or who may travel in competing 
vehicles. 
 
Thus, as Club Members wishing to participate in any Club organised event, please ensure 
that you have a SAVVA indemnity card, which is issued when you join, and that your Bike 
is SAVVA dated.  Rod Thomas can assist in this regard, as he’s the Club Dating Officer.   

 
 

 

 

Items for Sale/Wanted: 

 
Times are hard. Therefore there are no motorcycles for sale and no one wants to 
buy anything either. 
 
 
 

DATING OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
 
Many of our Members are not taking the opportunity to have their Vehicles Dated. 
Dating of a Vehicle serves two things. 
 
The First is so that you can Enter the Vehicle in a SAVVA Sanctioned Event like, the D-J ; 
Natal Classic ; Magnum ; Fairest Cape, to name a few.  
Many enter an Event "PENDING DATING" and never do have the Vehicle Dated.  
Vehicle Dating is a requirement.  
 
Secondly a Dated Vehicle adds Authentication to a Vehicle when being sold.  
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Dating Forms can be downloaded from the SAVVA website.  
It is up to the Person applying for the Dating of a Vehicle to furnish all the necessary 
Information required, not the Club Dating Officer or SAVVA.  
Information on you Vehicle can be found on the Web or from s Mark Specialist for your 
Vehicle  
 
ROD Thomas is our Club's Dating Officer and he can be contacted by Message on.  
Cell : +27 73 365 6494 

 
 

 
 

Articles from the past 
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Random Photo Gallery 
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